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Just A Few Ideas For Our Virtual Visit ... 
The Possibilities Are Endless

For Younger Students:

Time Out For Q&A - Prior to my visit, and after reading my books, have students develop questions about reading, writing, inspiration, etc. Then, during our virtual visit, each student gets an individual webcam minute to ask a question and chat a little.

Dear Baby Bunny - Prior to our visit, students write letters or postcards to one or more of the characters in my books. Then mail or e-mail them to me to read before the visit. I'll then chat with each student about his or her letter. OR students can read their letters during the visit and I'll follow it up with a brief chat.

I'm Stuck in the Corner - This is similar to the memory game "I'm going on a trip." After reading TIME OUT FOR MONSTERS! students dream up alphabetical items that fill in "I'm stuck in the corner and I wish I had a ______________."  After each new word, the game will come back to me to try to repeat their entire list.

What's in Your Corner? - Read TIME OUT FOR MONSTERS as a class and discuss imagination. Brainstorm with students the things or people they'd want in their perfect corner. Then create a classroom dream corner with white paper covering wall space, a presentation board or a poster board and have students create their perfect corner with collage or coloring. During our virtual visit, the students can give me a tour of their contribution to the corner.

LIGHT UP THE NIGHT Bodies in Motion - Read LIGHT UP THE NIGHT before my visit. Then during our chat, I will teach students the secret body motions that go with the cumulative verse and we'll perform the book together. 

The Story Behind the Story - I'll reveal to the students "the story-behind-the story" for each of my books and read selected books of your choice.

So Yummy! So Yucky! - After reading TOO PICKLEY! make "YUCKY" and "YUMMY" plates by cutting out pictures of favorite and least favorite foods from grocery store ads and gluing them to paper plates. Students can share their plates with me, one by one, and we can discuss their choices.

Copycat Writing – 

· Students write stories or poetry based on the patterns, rhythm and rhyme schemes in one of my books and read them to me during the visit. I'll offer each student a 30-second "What I love most..." critique. OR ...

· Write a class "copycat" book based on the rhythm and rhyme structure of TOO PURPLEY!, TOO PICKLEY!, or TOO PRINCESSY! -- for example, a book titled WHAT PET SHOULD WE GET? Each student can contribute a page and illustration and the class can perform a group reading for me during the visit. Take digital photos of the book and I'll feature it on my website. OR ...

· After reading all of the TOO books, create your own class book of things that are “Too...” Take photos of the students with their “too" objects, or let them illustrate the pages. Perform a group reading for me over Skype. Take digital photos of the book and I'll feature it on my website.

Crown Me! - Read TOO PRINCESSY! to the class and have them design their perfect crowns using the templates found at http://www.firstpalette.com/tool_box/printables/princesscrown.html
Have students label their crowns, highlighting their own special talents or interests as in "King of Lego Builders" or "Queen of Riding with Training Wheels." Then they can wear their crowns during our visit and have a crown show-and-tell during which I can chat with each student about his or her talent.

Stories from a Story Universe – BUSY BUILDERS, BUSY WEEK! and ALL THROUGH MY TOWN both feature animals as the main characters. Some might say that these two books could take place in the same storytelling universe. Have your students write/illustrate stories combining or inspired by the characters or setting from ALL THROUGH MY TOWN with the characters or setting of BUSY BUILDERS, BUSY WEEK? For example, could the animal kids from ALL THROUGH MY TOWN come and play at the new playground built in BUSY BUILDERS, BUSY WEEK? During our virtual visit students can read me their stories and I’ll offer them my 30-second "What I love most …" critiques! 

Choral Reading – The rhyme, rhythm and repetition in my books make them fun choices for choral readings. Have students perform a choral reading of one of my books during our virtual visit. I’ll be sure to give them a standing ovation!

Art Appreciation 101 – Picture books are an excellent way to introduce students to real art by real artists. Here are some ideas for using my books for authentic art appreciation:
· Compare and contrast art from my picture books. For example, how is the art in books illustrated by Genevieve Leloup the same or different than the art in books illustrated by Leo Timmers?
· From their websites, explore the illustrator’s training, techniques and which medium he or she used to create the art for the books. 
· Discuss how one might recognize that illustrator’s work in other books or in other places. For example, the art of Robert Neubecker (TIME OUT FOR MONSTERS!) is often featured in the Wall Street Journal. List traits which would help one recognize his work.
· Create a piece of art inspired by or in the style of one of my illustrators. 
Then during our virtual visit, students can show off their art and we can talk about the process of working with an illustrator. We can also discuss what they like or dislike about certain art and why we think a particular illustrator was chosen for a particular book. 

Visual Literacy “Noticings and Wonderings” – Students explore the artwork in one or more of my books and jot down one noticing (maybe a detail, a surprise, a secret) and one wondering (maybe a question, a confusion, a “what if”). Then in individual webcam minutes, students share one noticing and one wondering and we’ll discuss their discoveries.

A Trip to Town – Read ALL THROUGH MY TOWN with students. Then have them write and/or illustrate their own “trip to town” stories in poetry or prose based on their own experiences or imagination. Or have them create a “counting book” using the characters and objects in ALL THROUGH MY TOWN. Students can share their stories or creations with me during our visit and I’ll offer each of them my 30-second “What I Love Most …” critique. 

A New Home – Read PUP 681: A SEA OTTER RESCUE STORY with students. Then have them write and/or illustrate their own story about a pet or animal who finds a new family. Students can share their stories with me and I’ll offer each of them my 30-second “What I Love Most …” critique.

Everything Otters: Virtual Visit to the Aquarium - Read PUP 681: A SEA OTTER RESCUE STORY with students. Explore the Shedd Aquarium website, especially the otter videos. Then each student can share with me one thing they learned that surprised them, delighted them or worried them.


Who’s at Home? – Read my book TRUMAN with students. Ask them to think of one thing they have to leave at home when they go to school every day. Is it a pet? Is it a baby brother or sister? Is it your mom or dad or grandma? Is it a favorite stuffed animal or favorite toy? Have student create a paper bag backpack and place a picture or word card of “Who’s At Home” inside. Then during our virtual visit, we’ll chat about those people or things and each student will tell me something special about each. See backpack craft at http://www.daniellesplace.com/html/backtoschoolcrafts.html

Teacher's choice - Choose any activity from one of my curriculum guides and use it as a springboard for an author chat. The free guides can be viewed and downloaded from my Time Out for Teachers webpage. Or propose any chat topic that fits your curriculum.

For Slightly Older Students:

Time Out For Q&A - Prior to my visit, after reading my books, students develop questions about reading, writing, inspiration, revision, etc. Then each student gets an individual webcam minute to ask a question and chat.

Big Buddies - Prior to my visit, students can read my books to their in-school "little buddies," then chat with me about their experiences and surprises.

Copycat Writing - Students write books, stories or poetry based on the patterns, rhythm and rhyme schemes in one of my books - like the cumulative verse in LIGHT UP THE NIGHT - and read them to me. I'll offer them a 30-second "What I love most..." critique.

Inside-Out Quiz - After students read my books and/or website they create quiz questions and try to stump me on my own information.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The World According To - Using any of my picture books as a story starter, students write their own stories from the point of view of another object or character. For example, they might write a story from the point of view of the monster in TIME OUT FOR MONSTERS! Or the dump truck driver. Or the blanket in LIGHT UP THE NIGHT. Or Sarah in TRUMAN. Their choice. Then students can read me their stories and I'll offer each a 30-second "What I love most ..." critique. Then we'll discuss the importance of point-of-view in storytelling.



Persuasive Opinion Piece – Students write a persuasive opinion piece related to one or more of my books – for example: which of my books they like best, why or why not my kid should be stuck in the corner in TIME OUT FOR MONSTERS, why the city lot in BUSY BUILDERS, BUSY WEEK! needs a playground, or any topic. During our visit, students can read me their pieces and I’ll offer them my 30-second “What I love most …” critique.

Time Out for Ideas - I'll share with your student writers, my Top Ten Super-Secret Tips for Generating Story Ideas and engage in a writing Q&A to follow.
Author Study – I’d be honored to be the subject of a student or class author study. Rather than just an author report, how about using one of my books as a mentor text for story or poetry writing, performing a choral reading, creating a website scavenger hunt, comparing and contrasting the artwork of my illustrators or creating a work of art inspired by their techniques. Any or all of the above can comprise an engaging author study. Top it off with a virtual visit.

Teacher's Choice - of any chat topic that fits with your curriculum. 
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