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Tips for a Successful Author Visit
· Become familiar with Jean and her books. Encourage students and staff to explore her website at https://jeanreidy.com/ and download her Free Curriculum Guides ─ chock full of ideas and activities linked to learning standards. Send students home with her Virtual Visit Flyer.
· Consider making Jean’s visit day a theme day at your school – e.g. Monster Day, Purpley Day, Comfy Clothes Day. Encourage students and staff to dress up (or dress down!) and decorate their classrooms, lockers and hallways accordingly.
· Involve students in promoting the visit ─ making posters and P.A. announcements, creating videos, designing website scavenger hunts, etc. Consider having older students visit classrooms with a brief promo “commercial” to get students excited about the visit. I’ve included a printable Visit Poster in this packet to get you started.
· Is your book order placed? Do it early to ensure books are in students’ hands by visit day. See “How to Sell My Books and Get Them Signed” in this packet for information on ordering and autographing.

· Not all presentations include a Q&A, but if yours does, have students prepare questions ahead of time. They can bring them to the presentation or drop them in a hat for random selection during the visit.
· Crowded bandwidth and slow internet speeds on school systems can create broken video call connections. Send out the Bandwidth Reservation Form from this packet a week prior to my visit and then again as a reminder the day before.
· Make sure the presentation room is ready before Jean arrives and make sure any necessary equipment is set up, tested and in good working order.

With a bit of advance planning, we’re sure to have a wonderful time. 
I look forward to my visit!

